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Ricardo-AEA to develop a prototype Europe-
wide platform for Air Quality and Smog Indices 

 
Project awarded to Ricardo-AEA by the European Commission 

in order to develop a common method for presenting 

information on the levels of key pollutants affecting air quality 

throughout Europe 

 

Ricardo-AEA will be responsible for reviewing Member States’ existing air quality 

information systems and proposing a harmonised air quality index for all of Europe, 

including a prototype data platform to ensure that the information is easily accessible to 

the public.  

 

The air quality index will be accompanied by a list of fuel-using products assessing 

their performance in relation to air quality. This ‘smog index’ for various products will 

include road passenger vehicles as well as other small scale combustion machinery, 

such as petrol lawnmowers, helping consumers to understand their environmental 

impact in terms of their level emissions of air pollutants. 

 

In 2010 the World Health Organisation estimated that 406,000 people died prematurely 

as a result of the effects of air pollutants. The prototype air quality platform will help to 

identify periods of high pollution and deliver health advice mitigating this risk. The 

prototype is also being developed in response to a recent European report, which 

highlighted that 59 percent of Europeans still feel poorly informed about air quality 

issues.  

 

Paul Willis, air measurement and data visualisation manager at Ricardo-AEA, said: 

“We are very pleased to be delivering this key project for the European Commission, a 
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clear recognition of the strong combination of air quality and IT expertise within our 

business. A consistent EU-wide air quality index will help to make information on air 

pollution more accessible. This will support the work of international researchers and 

enable those most at risk, such as those with respiratory illnesses, to modify their 

activities based on when air pollution is high, mitigating the health impacts. Providing 

consumers with easy to understand information on how polluting a product is should 

also help to foster more environmentally responsible behaviour, reducing harmful 

emissions across Europe.”  

 

The work builds on Ricardo-AEA’s experience delivering air quality information 

platforms such as the United Kingdom’s ‘uBreathe’ and Scotland’s ‘Air Quality in 

Scotland’ applications, which provide the public with information on air quality in their 

area together with health advice.  

 

The prototype for the Europe-wide air quality platform is likely to be finalised in 2016 

before being reviewed by the European Commission.  

 

For further information on Ricardo-AEA’s air quality services, please visit www.ricardo-

aea.com/cms/air. 

 

Ends 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 
 
Ricardo-AEA is an operating division of Ricardo plc comprising the former business of AEA 
Europe. The consultancy has an exceptional breadth of capability in energy and climate 
change, air quality, sustainable transport, waste management, resource efficiency and chemical 
risk. With around 400 staff based in the UK, the company’s capabilities are underpinned by the 
experience gained from supporting governments and business-leaders around the world for 
over 40 years. 
 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, technology, 
project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing outstanding value 
through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low emission, class-leading 
product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With almost a century of delivering 
value through technology, our client list includes the world's major transportation original 
equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy companies, financial institutions 
and governments. Guided by our corporate values of respect, integrity, creativity & innovation 
and passion, we enable our customers to achieve sustainable growth and commercial success. 
For more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
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